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(8) Acceleration of Weapon System LZ: oS | 


I. Qn 12 November 1957 Mr. Horner signed i imemarandum to C&D describing 


ortain space vehicle possibilities using THOR and NAVAHO boosters, aad requeat-- 
ig specific authority to launch a THOR-boostad satellite in Mar‘ch 1958, Onl Febr: - 
“y no reply having been received, Mr. Douglas sent ‘a memorandum to CED request - 
‘g clear designation of the Alr Foroe 2a executive agent for the ARS, and specific 
athority to use THOR missiles to place satellites in orbit for (UI7L) testing before 
#2 und of this calendar year, 3 Ee” a i 











2. On 28 February General Laltny signed 2 message to ARDC directing neces- : 


:ry actions to be ready to launch test datellites in Support ‘of UTI. and also a moon 
wot at the earliest feasible time, in anticipation of OGD approval, oe 


3. Also on 26 Fobruary a memorandum signed by Mr, MeElroy was received, |. 4 7 


proving im principle the acceleration of TL a8 proposed in the Air Force memoran 
ima of | Webruary, He requested that the development plan end fiscal estimate be 


ibmitted by 15 March, and that his office be promptly informed of any’ commitments 
r industrial facilities or military coastruction intended to be made prior to 15 har, 


4. This message authorizes. implementing action by ARDC, directs presonta- 
20 of development plan to AP EMC, end requests early notification on target dates = ({[ 
‘4 configuration. A similar message was submitted for signature on 28 February, - 
— consitutes a revision in accordance with instructions from Major General - 
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Incls; Ol. 5 0: | GHARLES ML MoCORKLE: 

--Prpsd mag to ARDG (attached) :, Brigadier General, USAF 

‘#lemo fr Mr Horner #7/ =, = ss Ams instant Chief of Staff for. 
dtd 12 Nov 57 (cy) b Guided Missiles - 
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HOGER _- a 3 March 1958 
| 0830 
| MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD | | 
SUBJECT: Telophone Call from Colonel Soper to Colonel Hant1ton 


1298 1L7L, Directive. The wire which was expected has not gone out, 
Colonal Soper advised. It was stopped for further clarification. 


‘Prosumably this will be resolved end END will receive the directive today. 


Colonal Soper doasn'’t think it will be eubstentially changed froa the way 


we understood it, althcugh he ceract cuarantee this. Colonel Hastiton 
woudared 12 this tells us te co ‘sonsthing we have said earlier wa did 


noe waut te do. Colonol Scper fele it will probably qualify che degree a 


of latitude on those things EXD will have efter the OSD changes have 
been made; he understands this from a discussion with Mr. Horner on 
Saturday morning (1 Merch), 2+ a : : 


recently recamended. Peading something firm on these raccrmendations, 
be suggests BID keop things {ta abey e As far as further dofinitizing 
current directives is concemed, Colonal Soper adviecs BMD ‘just sit 


| Pusther, wo should so chead with prelizinary planking on the 
‘Syateus as has bee roccmmaades. Things aze essentially the sauce with | 
' & Littie latitude in tha faterin periods. In oxplenation, Goloael Soper 

- wentlonad thet oa eceh waepen sycten schedule thora is a beg: ead 
éq exding period. They don’t want us to play around with those, but 

in the interim poriod (build-uv pericd), emooth Out the curves so wa 

don’t have ups and downs in training, ete. | | | | 


AL Hast of the coordination 18 completed; the vire will go out 
today. ) : F F 


3. ‘Coloze] 29rd). Colonel Soper wanted Colone] | . 


Leonhard to know that O& signed off Over the week-end and it is hoped 
thts will get out teday also. Contains full éuthority to go ahead on 
“52. In connection with Daafel, Menn, Johnson & Mendenhall, a $314 


price tag Wao pentioned. (Col Namfiton phoned this info to Col Leonhard. ) 
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MAR 3 1958 


SUBJECT: Transfer of Major Reymond E, Zelenka 


1. _ Tt has come to my attention thet « personnel planning document 
+o in existence uhich proposed to effect a transfer of Major Zelenke 
to the Liaison Office at Cooke Air Pores Base. I believe the document 


| Proposes this transfer for June 1958, 


2. I want to recommend, in the strongest terns I can, that we 
Cppose this reasaignuent, Aa you know, Major Zelenka is a key member 
of my staff, To be denied benefit of his weapon s 


systens experience 
| and bis continued services as we enter into the critical pluses uf ow 


£0 the cece be considered anything but a serious loss anda detriment 


3. 1 sincerely recomend you take vhatever action is required to | 
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